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A moſt true and lamentable Report of a great 
Tempelt of haile which fell pon a Village in Kent,cal- 
led Srockbery,about three myles from Cittingborne, the 19. day of 
lunelaft paſt, 1590. whereby was deſtroyed great aboundance 
of corne and fruite, to the impoueriſhing and vndoing 
of diuers men inhabiting within the 
ſame Village. 


F) D2 the ſinnes ol men, the L oꝛd hath ſent .- 
| ſund2y and grieuous plagues vpon the 6 
earth, ſame general, and ſome particuler, | 
\-| lome-inmercy to coꝛrect, and ſome in his 
iuſt wꝛath to confound the wicked of the 
woꝛld, and to woꝛke amendment in the 
reſt: foꝛ albeit the Loꝛde be mercifull, 
long ſuffering,and of great patientie, pet is he iuſt and righ⸗ 
tevus altogether, and at the length thꝛough to much pꝛouo⸗ 
cation ſendeth vengeance from heauen foꝛ the pumiſhment of 
ſinne and wickedneſſe, as diuers examples of holp ſcripture 
E doe teſtify. And luch is the great godneſle of our God, that 
befoze he plague anp nation, eitie, oꝛ countrie, he firſt ſendeth 
warning thereol diuers and ſimdzy wapes. Befqaꝛe the olde 
| wozld was dꝛowned Noe p2eached repentance vnto the 
people, foꝛetelling that foꝛ their great ſinnes the whole wozld 
could be ouerwhelmed: but they regarding not his woꝛdes, 
noꝛ fearing their vtter deſtruction, continued their lewde life, 
euen to the verp dap that Noe entered into the Arke, and ſo 
periſhed in the floud. Pharao the mightie King of Egypt 
holding the childꝛen of Jſraclin captiuitie, was by Moyſes 
often warned to tet them goe, befoze the tenne grieuous 
plagues was inflicted vpon him andhis whole lande, not- 
withſtanding, in the hardneſſe of his hart, he with all his 
hoaſt periſhed in the redde ſea, The great Citie Nineup was 
by the Pꝛophet Jonas fozetolde that within foꝛty dayes it 
ſhould be deſtroyed, but the people repenting was ſpared. A⸗ 
bzaham and Lotte among the Sodomites often declared 
how hote the wꝛath of God hung ouer them, foz their filthy 
9. and abhominable ſinne, but they deſpiſing their pzeaching, 
| continued in all coꝛruption, _ and bzimſtone fell from 
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deauen, and vtterly . them. Theſe examples me 
left w2iten fo; our infkructton, vpon whom the endes ofthe 
wozld are come, which are ſufficient to ſoꝛ warne vs of the 
like puniſhment: but the Lo2d knowing our NN 
Will he be (thinke ven) ſpare vs moꝛe then he ſpared them 2 
is he not as iuſt now, and his power as great as then it 
was? ves no doubt,fo2 if he ſpared not the true Oliue, much 
kfle will he ſpare the wilde Oliuc : foꝛ what pꝛiuiledge oꝛ 
pꝛerogatiue haue we to ſine moze then the Jewes had, foz 
whom the Loꝛd wꝛought ſo many wonders. 
O England, high time it is to loke about the, and to 
ſhake c off tp manifold ſumes: to long haſt thou ſlept in ſe⸗ 
curitie,and blindly paiſed ouer not onely thy neighbours mi⸗ 
ſeries, but alſo the loving and gentle coꝛrections which thy 
mcrcifull God hath viſited thee wit! halt, alluring ther by all 
meanes pollible vnto repentance and conſideration of thy 
foulc olleuces: but neither the mouing of hilles out of their = 
places, the Tommets in the ſkve, earthquakes, dearth and | 
famine, plague and peſtilence, monſtraus birthes, fearefull 
thunderclaps,raging windes, ſtraunge ſickneſſe anddiſcaſes, ih 
ſodaine death ol magiſtrates, noꝛ any thing cls can p2ocure 
ther to pꝛoſtrat thy ſelfe befoꝛe the mightie God which bath 
— ſo mertilull and giuen ther ſo large a time of repen⸗ 
ance, pet once againe the Lo2de doth knocke at thy Doze, 
— thee at the laſt, while it is called to dap, not onely 
to marke and behold with thy outwarde epc, the haile ſtones 
of vnaccuſtomed bigneſſe, which hath beaten to the ground 
and cleanc ſpoiled the cone and fruite in the parthh cf Stocks 
berp in Rent, but alſo to pꝛint the remembꝛaunce thereof in 
thy hart and bitterly lament the cauſe thereof, and with an 
vnlained ſoule aſke mercy ol him foꝛ thy ſnnes, leſt a woꝛſe 
thing happen vnto ther: loꝛ as caſte had it bene loꝛ the migb⸗ 
tie Gad to haue with the ſame Haile ſpoiled the comme in all 
the land, as to haue ſmitten fo ſmall a platte, and asiuſfly 
might be haue done the fame, but he whole pꝛopertie is euer | 
to haue mercy , hath oncly lent vs a taſte of his bcanie dil⸗ | 
pleaſure, that by hart ſoxrow we might refozme. our lives 
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vnd fo pꝛenent the inſuing plagues . 

fy Upon Fryday the nintenth of Jute laft pat dt 
betwene thꝛer and foure of the clock? inthe after noone, 
there beganne a mightie tempeſt of haile, in the pariſh of 
Stockbery in Rent, ſo grieuous and terridle to behold, that 
che people were not onely amazed thereat, but alſo were 
ſtriken into ſuch afeare therewith that they knewnot which 
wap to turne them: the ſtones were ſo great, and fell with 
ſuch a mightie fozce,in ſo mach that the Church and all the 


houſes which had widow2s on the South five, had all the 


ſame windows bꝛoken downe with the haile, as well the 
lead as the glaſſe, ad nothing lit ſtanding but the bars 
Tran?,but moſt lumentable to . ſuch men as had ets 
ther coꝛne on the ground, oz fruite on their trees, had it quite 
beaten downe to the earth and the fruite beaten off with the 
leaues and ſpzigs moſt pitiful! ta behold: and although the 
tenipeſt laſted not long, yet foꝛ the time it was malt terrible 
and great hurt w2s done thereby: Paiſfer Patman hath 
loſt by the lame tempelk to the vallue ol an hundzed pound in 
cozn?2,Godman Allin hath loft fiftie and fire Acres of wheat, 


no man will giue twentte ſhillinges fo? it all, in ſo much that 


it is faine to be mowne vp with ſithes to make fodder there · 
of, John Serde hath loſt twelue Acres of whcate, all which 
is god foꝛ nothing. Godmai Edwardes hath loft all the 


cone he hath. Milliam Lot of Cowlſtedhath alſo loſt to the 


vallue of twentic poundes in wheat, peaſe, and tares ; like⸗ 
wiſe diners others haue ſuſtained great loſſe both of comme 
and kruite, as maiſter Hakes, godman Kerbye, godman 
Plat, Jeremy, Taploz, Bartelnew, and diuers other. To 
conclude, all the Wheate , Rye, Peaſe, Tares, Barlep, 
Dempe,' Fruite, Cheries with the leaues and bꝛaunches 
was with this mightie halle ſinitten and bꝛuſed that it is 
bnp2ofitble foꝛ any thing, and ( which is moſt ſtraunge) we 
doe not heare of any harme done in any place eis. Maiſter 
Edwardes garden conſiſting altogether of fruite, is wozſe 
by twentie pomme then it was: Paiſter Knights Gar⸗ 
den is cleane ſpoiled to his great lolle and hinderaunre, 
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Andhere is tobenoted the great p2oufdence of God fg4 
ward his ſeruants, a certaine maide dwelling with the ſame 
maſter knight, hauing been abꝛ oad the ſame inſtant to fetch 
in a company of poung geſe o2 gollinges, had her armes 
mitten with the haple in ſuch ſoꝛt that the blord guſhed out 
at diuers places, and pet it pleaſed God that none of them 
Gouldlight epther vpon her head o2 face, wherby ſhe might 
be eyther bꝛayned oꝛ diſfigured the haileſtones being ſome 
foure inches and a halle about, and fiue inches of aſliſe, god 
meaſure, neither do J heare that any man, woman, chtlde, 
02 any other lining beaſt was hurt therewith, the Loꝛde be 
thanked therefoze . And God ſo pꝛeſerued the poze pariſh of 
Hartlen being withm leſſe then a mile of Stockburie, that 
it receined no harme at all, his name be bleſſed therefoꝛe. 
The perſons here that ſuſfapned this lolle, I haue by name 
(et dobone, to the end that all thoſe that knowe the men oz 
their dwelling place, may inquire whether this repoꝛt be 
true oꝛ no, and fo2 the better ſatisfving of the courteous rea⸗ 
der. But if any ſhould eſfeeme hereof as a matter of chance 
9 foꝛtune, o2 as a thing done bp naturall courſe of the plas 
nets, that it ſhould fall in that place, and wozke ſuch harms 
there aboue all other places, J would wiſh ſuch men to con⸗ 

Ader xſearch in the boke of God, if thereby he can confirms 
bis opinion, but if a ſparrowe cannot light vpon the ground 
without Godsperwmiſſion and pꝛouidence, as our Sauiour 
affirmeth, how then tan ſo great a puniſhment light in ſo 
ſmall a compaſſe without his ſpectall direction, is there any 
euill (ſapth the Lo2d) done in the Citie, which J doe not pet 
is not the Loꝛd authoꝛ of that euill) pour deſtruction is of 
pour ſelues, O pe honle of Iſraell, but grace and mercte 
commeth from me (ſapth the Loꝛd.) o, the himſelle 
could not touch, neither the gods, noꝛ the bodie of iuſt Job, 
befoze the Loꝛd had giuen him leaue, therefoze we muſt of 
fozce conteſſe that this was a puniſhment foꝛ ſinne. Dur 
ingratitude againſt God, our malice and ennie one towards 
an other, our crueltie and oppꝛeſſion, fraud and deceipt,hath: 


deſerued karre wozlo plagues then this, is there is no truth” 
j noz 


:# 
no; feare of God in the land, na lone, pittie, no2 mertie one. 
toward an other. Foz why: the fole hath ſayd in his hart 


altogether become abhominable , there is none that doeth 


thinke theſe men are greater ſinners then we , becauſe thep 
haue taſted of moze puniſhment then we, buf except wore- 
pent a greater plague is pꝛepared foꝛ vs, which G O D foz 
Chꝛiſtes ſake turne away, and ſo direct our hearts ⁊ minds. 

that we may alwapes doc thoſe thinges which are moſt a⸗ 
greeable to thy bleſſed will, that both our life and death may 
be to the gloꝛie ol thy holy name. And hereby are we taught 
to knowe, that nothing on earth is parmanent 62 laſting ; 
but that we are as ſtewards of the . oe ta render account 
fo2 that which is committed into our handes, therefoze as 
well aduerſitie, as pꝛoſperitie is to be taken thankefullp, in 
vaine thcrefoze do men pꝛomiſe vnto themſclues that which 
they know not how long they ſhall enioy, in conſideration 
whereof, Saint Paule doth admoniſh, that if riches doe a⸗ 
band we ſhould not ſet onr hearts thereon, but vie them to 
the gloꝛy of him that gaue them,andnot to be like vnto him 
that built his barnes bigger, and ſaide vnto himlelfe , ſoule 
take thy reſt anvcale,fo2 thou art ſtozd ſoꝛ many pœres, but 


muy in theſe dapes do, ſaying this is my owne, and that is my 
poſſeſſion to diſpoſe at my pleaſure, and who ſhall let me to 
dw with mine owne as it ſemeth gad in my epes, but the 
Apoſtle ſapth, vnthankelull man, what haſt thou, which 


thou haſt not reteiued, if then thou dit receiue it, whp doft - 


thou boaſt as il thon hadſt not receaued it. In derde thou 
doeſt labour and till the earth, thou ſaweſt ſ&dc and takeſt 
but except the Lo2d bleſſe thy labour, all is loft, and 


manded that with the ſweate of thy face thou ſhouldeft get 
thy bzead, 
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there is no God, they are all gone out of the way they are 
god no not one. Therefoze let vs not excuſe our ſeines and 


unſwere was by and by made, Thau fole this night ſhal thy 
ſoule be taken from ther, and then whoſe ſhal all theſe things 
be. Let no man thercloꝛe bzagge of that he hath, as to mas 


pet herein thou doeſt but thy duetic, foꝛ the L oꝛd hath come. 


nente at all, but it is the Lones gwdnelſe fo ſend a blelin 
fothylabour, ko2 which he requeſteth nothing but a thanks 
eil heart. Neither let them grudge that haue taſted of this 
fatherly coꝛrection, foꝛ whom the Lo2d loueth he chaſteneth 
and ſcourgeth euerie ſonne that he recetueth , therefoze tihey 
map rather ſap with the Pꝛophet Dautd,it was god fo2 me 
thafths L.92d did chaſten me, foꝛ in my p2oſperitie J ſapd, 1 
can neuer be remoued: and with Job conferre , the Loꝛde 
oth nine, and the Lo2de doth take away, as it vleaſeth the 
E 02d ſo commeth things to palle, bleſſed be the name ol the 
1d. Pozeourr, hereby is their faith tryed, and their pas 
tient heart made knowen among Chꝛiſtians, ſaying with 
the iuſt nian ſhall J reteiue god thinges at the hande of my 
Sod, and not de content" to receiue ſeme bad thinges alſo ? 
map endure foꝛ a night, but toy commeth in the 
moꝛning: let them conſider that he which caſt them done 
can rayſe them vp, foꝛ the Lo2de doth neuer ſaple thoſe that 
put their truſt in him. Thoſe which are netghbours to theſe 
men, and all that ſhall heare of this calanũtie, tall vnto your 
eee il the Loꝛd ſhould deale in inftice, pot had deſer⸗ 
ued as much as they, neither doe we knowe howe ſane the 
Lo2d will viſite vs, knowing that both our gods and lines 
do reſt at his pleaſure, to ſpare, oꝛ to ſpovle, as ſœmeth god 
in his ſight, reio pte thereloꝛe at no mans fall, leaſt a greater 
deſtruction conie vppon thy ſelſe, but rather as the Apoſtle 
ſayth, reiopte with them that refovce, t mourne with them 
that mourne, be like affected one toward an other, knowing 
we haue one God to our Father, one Challt to our Redce- 
mer, and one holp⸗Ghoſt to our Sanctifier, therfoꝛe as mẽ⸗ 
bers of ene bode, let vs beare one anothers ſoꝛrolwe, + ſeeks 
to ſuccoꝛ one an other with all gladneſſe of hart,becauſe we 
know not howe ſone we map haue neede our ſelues : ard 
withz [1 1et al men, women, and childꝛen pꝛay vnto —— 
with rarneſt hũ ble harts defire him to turne thoſe plagues = 
from vs which our wickednes haue moſt iuſtly deſerued and 
be moꝛe thankefullhencefo2th loꝛ the bleſſings which ſo long 
be hath beſtewed vpon vs which the Low grant fo; Chziſts 
ake, Amen, 
2 I N 1 8. 
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